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The Insight 
Giving insight into the life of FUMC Loveland and keeping our mission in sight. 

Bird’s Eye View, by Rev. Don Bird 

Hello, Friends! 

 

While my appointment officially begins on July 1, my first Sunday with you won't be until August 10. I 

wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself and share a little bit about what this season looks like for 

my wife, Mandy, and me. 

Transitions are important. They mark the ending of one chapter and the beginning of another. They invite us to 

reflect on where we've been, celebrate what has been, and prepare ourselves for what lies ahead. 

That's exactly what Mandy and I will be doing this July. 

After saying goodbye to the congregation we've served and loved, we're intentionally creating some space to 

rest, reconnect, and recharge before beginning ministry with you. Ministry is most life-giving when it flows 

from a healthy and grounded place, and I want to arrive in Loveland ready—not just to work—but to listen, 

build relationships, dream together, and join you in discerning where God is leading us next. 

Part of that time away includes a special trip with my family. Mandy and I will be taking a Mediterranean 

cruise to celebrate a milestone that means the world to us: my sister's 10-year anniversary of being cancer-free. 

It's a gift we don't take for granted, and we're looking forward to celebrating life, resilience, and the people we 

love. 

As I think about joining Loveland First UMC, I find myself filled with curiosity and wonder. Every church has 

a story. Every congregation has unique gifts, passions, and possibilities. The months and years ahead won't 

simply be about me arriving; they'll be about all of us discovering together who God is calling us to be in this 

season. 

I believe the world is hungry for communities where people can belong, ask honest questions, experience 

authentic relationships, and encounter the love of Christ in meaningful ways. I believe churches can still be 

places of hope, healing, purpose, and joy. And I believe Loveland First UMC has an important role to play in 

the life of this community and beyond. 

My prayer is that together we will continue finding new ways to pour God's love into our neighborhoods, 

extend Christ's compassion to those who are hurting and are on the margins, and create spaces where people of 

all ages can grow in faith and connection. I hope we'll laugh often, serve generously, dream boldly, and remain 

open to the surprising ways God's Spirit moves among us. 

Thank you for welcoming me and my family before we've even arrived. Your kindness has already been a gift. 
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Know that while I'm not yet physically present, I am praying for you and looking forward to the day when we 

can begin this new chapter together. 

Enjoy these summer days. Celebrate the people you love. Look for signs of grace wherever you are. And know 

that exciting things lie ahead. 

I look forward to being in ministry with you. 

In Hope, 

Pastor Don 

 

2026 Youth Mission Trip 
FUMC Loveland youth traveled to Shiloh UMC in Billings, MT for a week 

of service, learning and fun! Here is a photo from Day 1 after hiking around 

Pictograph Cave State Park.  

 

Loveland Community Pride Festival 
On June 20, Loveland held its 2nd annual Community Pride Festival at North Lake Park. FUMC had a booth 

once again, handing out free water and popcorn, stickers and buttons, and welcoming visitors to check out our 

church. Young people expressed appreciation knowing there is a safe and welcoming faith community 

available for them. We were in good company with a few other churches at the festival, too. Thank you to the 

servants who showed up to be a face and loving presence on Saturday! 

 Desiree Aragon, Pastor Lee, Andrea Ortega, 
and Judy Stout at FUMC’s booth 

Judy’s grandchildren, Rylan and Kenzi, showed 
up to show off their colors 
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What’s Next for the Associate Pastor, by Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris 
When meeting with SPRC and with Pastor Don to discuss what my role as Associate Pastor will look like 

moving forward, we talked about what the needs of the church are as well as what I am passionate about, and 

tried to find where those intersect. I referenced a book titled Not Just Sunday, which is an apt description of 

the Church in general: Church does not just happen on Sundays. It happens in all of the ways we connect and 

minister to each other and to the community. Further, Church is the people, not just the pastors, staff, and 

worship leaders. Because I will not be at FUMC Loveland most Sundays, I see my role as a good reminder of 

this.  

So what would a “Not Just Sunday” pastor look like: This pastor might… 

• Lead people in learning who our neighbors are, and in discerning how this church can serve our 

neighbors. 

• Lead people in being a face in the community. 

• Guide people into service to the church and community as a part of discipleship. Use spiritual gifts 

tools to help people understand how they fit into the body. 

• Be a connecting point so that those who are part of the church can find their community and participate 

in meaningful ways. Support fellowship/community building opportunities beyond Sunday mornings. 

• Provide pastoral care (in partnership with lead pastor) and coordinate congregational care ministries.  

There was consensus among the SPRC, Pastor Don, and I that this list of items is a good framework rather 

than a specific job description. Job descriptions are not as helpful for pastors as staff because we do many 

things, need to adjust and be flexible, and meet needs as they arise. But it’s helpful to have a framework like 

this one as a guide. As I…and all of you…live into this, we will take an assessment after a few months to see 

what is working and what needs to be adjusted. 

It is important to note that Pastor Don is also a “Not Just Sunday” pastor! Further, he and I will share pastoral 

care. He has said that being with someone in the hospital, or who is dying, or in another time of need is 

“sacred.” You can turn to him as much as me for pastoral support and for memorial services. 

Starting July 1, I will be in Loveland on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and will be present as I can for gatherings 

and events outside of office hours too. Every 5-6 weeks I will be in worship at Loveland. I will be in Fort 

Lupton on Mondays, Wednesdays, and most Sundays. Some of you have expressed concern about my balance 

of time and the potential for burnout, and that is a valid concern! I will be tracking my time for both churches. 

It will be necessary not just for my own well-being, but also to have an accurate accounting that will help me 

and SPRC see what adjustments need to be made. 

A major part of being a pastor is that we are to equip and empower the laity of the church to carry out the 

ministry of all Christians. In some ways, by my “doing”, I have not fulfilled this part of my role. I say this to 

encourage you any time you worry about how things will “get done” with me being part-time. As a body 

you/we will pinpoint what is most important to do, and will continue on in ministry. Not busy work, but 

ministry. This is exciting! I look forward to watching and being a part of this unfolding! 
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A Word from Union and Trinity, by Rev. Bryson Lillie 
Greetings, friends! 

Since July is basically the start of a new year in Methodist life, I’m making a resolution of sorts: I need to 

communicate more. Pastor Lee kindly invited me to write newsletter updates about Union, but too often I miss 

the deadline! Since there’s a lot happening between Union, Trinity UMC, and First UMC right now, I hope to 

share updates more regularly in the months ahead. I’m also hoping to get back to making video 

announcements soon. 

For now, here are a few quick updates. As always, feel free to reach out with questions or thoughts at 

pastor@tumc-loveland.org. 

1. Union's Leadership Transition 

With the Mountain Sky Conference CVC grant ending, the funding that supported half of my salary for Union 

ministry is ending as well. As a result, Union is shifting to a more lay-led model. 

I’ll continue serving as Spiritual Curator, providing spiritual content and support, while much of the day-to-

day leadership moves to a new Community Coordinator. This person will oversee communication, 

organization, and volunteer coordination for Union's groups and activities. The position is 6-8 hours per week, 

and we are currently hiring. I look forward to sharing more soon. 

2. Community Dinners with FUMC and TUMC 

As TUMC and FUMC continue discerning greater cooperation in ministry, Pastor Don, Pastor Lee, and I 

thought it would be good for our congregations to get to know one another better. And what better way to do 

that than over two community dinners? (We are Methodists, after all.) 

You'll find more information in the Window, weekly email and fumcloveland.org/Upcoming Events, but I 

want to make sure you receive a personal invitation. Join us as we share a meal, build relationships, and 

discover that our neighboring Methodists are pretty wonderful people! 

3. JOY Fellowship 

TUMC has an older adult ministry called JOY Fellowship. It meets on the first Wednesday of each month 

during the school year for a meal, fellowship, and a guest speaker/presentation. 

We’d love to have you join us. It's a great way to connect with others, learn something new, and build 

friendships. Throughout the year, we also enjoy trips to Candlelight Dinner Playhouse, bingo, and other 

special events. It’s yet another great way to get to know your neighbor congregation! 

That’s it. Thank you for all you do to support the ministries of our churches. I’m excited to see how these 

relationships and opportunities continue to grow in the months ahead. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Bryson  

mailto:pastor@tumc-loveland.org
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Annual Conference 2026, by Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris 
From June 10-14, clergy and lay people from across the Mountain Sky Conference gathered in Billings, MT 

for the 2026 Annual Conference. As always, it was a time of worship, business, learning, fellowship, and 

celebration. Here are some highlights from my perspective. For a full report each day, see the insert for this 

newsletter called The Daily News, which was provided by The Mountain Sky Conference. The print is small, I 

know, so get out your magnifying glasses! You can also read more and watch videos by going to 

mtnskyumc.org. Click on the red Annual Conference 2026 button at the top of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have written about the Sand Creek Massacre in The Insight before. I have heard it described as “our tragedy,” 

meaning that we as United Methodists have a responsibility for ongoing learning and reconciliation as we seek 

to heal. Colonel John Chivington, who led the raid, was a Methodist Episcopal clergy, and Governor John 

Evans, also a Methodist, ordered the raid. Sadly, afterward, the Methodist Church did little to acknowledge the 

harm or repent. And so, each year in more recent times, we make progress as a conference alongside the 

descendants of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne peoples toward that healing, through continued conversation and 

listening, and by remembering the event. This year, a display was set up that taught about the events 

surrounding the massacre, and we heard from Otto Braided Hair, who has been instrumental in the healing 

work. He said that it’s not just his people’s history, it’s our history; the descendants want and need healing, and 

we (the people of the Mountain Sky) want and need healing too. We are spiritual descendants of those who led 

and participated in the killings, and also of people like Silas Soule, who ordered his men not to attack. It was a 

Your FUMC 
representatives: 

Lay delegates 
Mariah & Ben 
Clegern, 

Revs. Matthew 
Utley, Lee 
Anderson-Harris, 
and Leslie Wood  
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moving and honest talk. Mark your calendars for November 29 of this year, as the new Sand Creek monument 

will be installed at the state capitol. 

While we voted to close five churches, we also celebrated the chartering of three new churches. These are all 

offshoots of parent churches that were created in an effort to provide an alternative faith community, and after 

a few years they have grown and stabilized enough to elect to become official churches. Free, Belong, and 

Prairie are all now United Methodist churches. 

We did not have any contentious legislation to debate, but there was a debate that stood out to me as we voted 

on MSC 140-Resolution for Fossil Free Investments. In the debate I learned more about the complexity of 

caring for creation while also caring for people (who are also part of creation). Concerns were voiced…by 

people who are concerned for the environment, to be clear…that in creating a statement that the conference 

will divest from fossil fuel investments, a message will be sent not to the oil executives but to the workers in 

our communities. The message they might hear is that their livelihood is of no concern, for instance. MSC 140 

passed but with a narrow margin. The Bishop reminded all of us that in our work, it is often not an either/or 

proposition. You can read about the legislation that passed in the enclosed Daily News, and read what that 

legislation is about by going to mtnskyumc.org, clicking on the red Annual Conference 2026 button at the top 

of the page, and clicking on “Petitions, Elections, and Legislation” on the right-hand side menu.  

We grieved together as we remembered the clergy and clergy spouses who have died since we gathered last, 

during the annual memorial service. Rev. Ted Nutting and Rev. Bob Link were remembered. It was an 

opportunity to once again give thanks to God for their lives and work. 

Last but not least, we gave thanks for the ministries of clergy who retired, and welcomed new clergy into our 

midst. There is a moving ceremony called the “Passing of the Mantle,” where retired clergy and those being 

ordained come together. All retired clergy were gifted with walking sticks, so Pastor Leslie has a new walking 

stick to use on her next long hike! And of course, Matthew Utley was commissioned as a Provisional Elder! 

He was unanimously approved by the clergy session and was welcomed into our midst. Then during the 

closing worship service, Bishop Kristin Stoneking commissioned him. He is not yet ordained, but this is a big 

milestone, and you can now refer to him as “Reverend.” Here are some photos from that moment… 
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Loveland Preschool 
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In Search of My God                             
by Jan Krening, December, 1991 
I think everyone at sometime in his/her life, searches for 

the God who created us. Some search often; some early 

in their lives, some at mid-life crisis, some in their golden 

years. Some of us may search throughout the seasons. 

Springtime fills me with joy and wonder, as bulbs push 

forth from their winter hibernation and flowers emerge. 

Leave sprout overnight, the grass turns green, and visions 

of beautiful flower gardens encompass my thoughts. 

Then I watch as my mother-in-law changes week by 

week, and day by day in her battle with cancer. In her 

death, reality sets in. 

Colorado summers find me hiking the Rockies. Surely no 

one can deny the majesty of God of His existence from 

the top of a mountain, above all His creation. After such magnificent reward, I return to the valley below. 

Somewhat fatigued, I am assaulted by sirens and shouts, traffic and work, dirty dishes and an empty house. 

Fall sends my heart sailing as Larry and I set out on a month-long journey together–a dream come true. I am 

amazed at Niagara Falls and its tremendous and overwhelming power. I ponder at seeing a sunset in a 

romantic place poetically called St. Andrew-by-the-Sea. The Bay of Fundy and its every-changing coastline by 

the action of the tide sweeps me into wonderment. Newfoundland and its vastness enchant me, as I gaze all at 

once over sea, shoreline, tree, lakes and hills. I am awed and know that I stand among the work of the Great 

Creator. I am humbled and exalted. But the bubble is burst upon the return home. The normalcy of the “real 

world” sets in; work-days, appointments, deadlines and stress headaches. How distant seems the ecstasy of 

vacation.  

Winter is settling in. Skies darken. The sun disappears a week at a time. Days run together as they all seem 

colder and more dismal than the one before. Around me, others are preparing, scurrying, and busy. Children’s 

eyes turn saucer-like in anticipation. In Church, candles glow as choirs announce the birth of the special child. 

Alas, my heart is awakened! 

Psalm 138…“And they will sing of the ways of the Lord. For great is the glory of the Lord. He regards the 

lowly. Though I walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me. Thy right hand will save me. The Lord will 

perfect what concerns me. They loving kindness, O Lord, is everlasting.” 

 

 

 


